
A 3 dAy pAstel And oil plein Air workshop June 30 - July 2, 2016  |  dubuque, iowA

Painting Dubuque Plein Air

Instructor: John Preston
John has painted the Midwest landscape and its skies for 35 years using 
a variety of media including pastel, oil, and watercolor. he enjoys working 
both plein air and in the studio, concentrating on the changing moods of the 
region’s weather and seasons. he formed an appreciation for the Midwest’s 
unique features after growing up on America’s 3 coasts. his works are 
included in public and private collections throughout the Midwest and east 
Coast. he is represented by olsson-larson Gallery in des Moines, iA.

Workshop Objectives: 
To explore the landscape of historic Dubuque
and the Mississippi River 
 ▶ seeing light and color - not just objects

 ▶ Finding the paintable composition in everything that’s out there

 ▶ streamlining your working methods to account for changing light

Workshop Contact:  Morgan kohlwes ◆ (314) 680-3328 ◆ mrawdubuque@gmail.com

Cost: $260  (deposit: $100)  Cost will include one evening reception    Participants:  Min:12 - Max:16 

Workshop Presented by: Mississippi river Art workshops, an affiliate of dubuque County Fine Arts society



Painting DuBuQue Plein air with John Preston | June 30 - July 2, 2016 

Material List

oil Painters 
Recommended Colors: ultramarine blue, prussian blue or 
pthalo blue, Alizarin Crimson (or similar, such as permanent rose, 
quinacridone red or rose), Cadmium red light (or similar, such 
as napthol red), Cadmium yellow light (or similar, such as hansa 
yellow), ivory black or Mars black, titanium white.

Useful optional colors: naples yellow, Cobalt turquoise 
light (or Cobalt teal), red iron oxide (sometimes called transparent 
red oxide, Mars red or indian red).

Canvas or panels: 9x12 is a good size.

Palette: if wooden and new, coat it with shellac, linseed oil, 
polyurethane, etc. to reduce absorbency. paper palettes are not 
recommended.

Palette knife (optional but handy)

Container with Mineral Spirits (Gamsol produces the 
least fumes - you’ll be learning how to use almost none at all).

Brushes: bristle or nylon Flats, brights or Filberts.  sizing is 
inconsistent among brands, so select one about 3/16” wide, one 
about 3/8” and one about 5/8”.  An extra of each size is handy.

Rags: (or roll of paper towels) and a plastic bag to dispose of them.
 

If working indoors: John will provide reference images for projects and demos. 
Outdoor: sun hat, sun block, insect repellent, umbrella (optional), other items as needed for comfort.  
Equipment: portable easel, stool, chair, something to carry materials.  
dick blick doesn’t carry the most important piece of equipment - you already own it: your eyes

Pastel Painters 
Soft Pastels: sets with several values of grey are desirable.  
sets designated “landscape assortment” are generally the best.

Drawing board: 1/4” Masonite works well - about 16”x20”. 

Paper: Choose one or both of the surfaces listed below.  (note: 
softer brands of pastel work well on paper or sanded surfaces. 
Medium or hard brands work best on sanded surfaces).  sheets 
can be cut. pads should be no sMAller than 9x12 (12x16 is 
better).

▶Canson Mi-teintes: Choose colors like felt gray, steel grey or 
buff. Avoid white, black, blue or green shades.  

▶sanded surfaces such as Art spectrum Colourfix, uArt or 
Canson Mi-teintes touch. Choose greys and earth tones. 
(sanded surfaces fare better in humid weather or in the event of a 
cloudburst. water is particularly damaging to sennelier le Carte).

▶ wallis paper recommended only for those used to it. 

Incidentals:  newsprint, newspaper or glassine to protect 
your works, bull dog clips, ordinary ¾” masking tape (the blue 
stuff isn’t recommended), workable spray fix (optional).

if you have any questions about supplies, please feel 
free to email John Preston at jpreston@netins.net.

Questions contact:  Morgan kohlwes ◆ (314) 680-3328 ◆ mrawdubuque@gmail.com

John will Be taching anD Demonstrating in oils anD Pastels.



Painting DuBuQue Plein air with John Preston | June 30 - July 2, 2016 

   Registration Form

name

address       city     state   Zip

Phone     cell      e-mail  

skill level:  Capable beginner* ☐      intermediate ☐      Advanced ☐

registration:  $260      Deposit included:  $100  ☐   Payable to: dCFAs: Art workshops   

mail to: Mississippi river Art workshops | po box 3405 | dubuque, iA 52004

*A capable beginner is familiar with tools and techniques of a particular medium and is acquainted with basic elements of composition and color.

      
Physical requirements:
this workshop will require participants to be able to walk short distances (up to 200 yards) and carry painting materials across paved 
or sloped grassy areas to painting locations.

Registration policy:
while we understand that circumstances arise causing changes in your plans, we also need to secure our workshops financially and 
contractually.

▶ A $100 non-refundable check is required to secure your registration.  we will confirm registrations once our minimum class size is 
reached.  if we don’t secure a minimum participant list by May 1, 2015, the workshop will be cancelled, and deposits will be returned.

▶ registration in workshops will be in the order of deposits received.

▶ if we exceed our workshop maximum, a waiting list will be established.  if we can fill your spot from the waiting list, we will refund 
your deposit upon request.

▶ the balance of the class fee will be due June 1.

Housing accommodations:  
dubuque offers a variety of accommodations, including local and national name hotels and historic bed and breakfasts.  A listing can 
be found at http://www.traveldubuque.com/.  

we have reserved a block of rooms for your convenience at the dubuque holiday inn, 450 Main street (563-556-2000).  $55 per night, 
wednesday-thursday nights; $110 Friday.  the holiday inn is located in historic downtown dubuque near restaurants, nightlife, and 
the Mississippi river walk.

Questions contact:  Morgan kohlwes ◆ (314) 680-3328 ◆ mrawdubuque@gmail.com


